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Remove (fore-strip) 3 or 4 streams of 
milk from the quarter being sampled to 

minimize chances of sample contamination 
from bacteria in the teat end. 

Brush any dirt, debris or bedding particles from 
the udder and teats. Pre-dip with an effective 
teat dip, leaving the pre-dip on the teat for at 

least 20-30 seconds before removal.

Dry each teat thoroughly and remove the 
pre-dip using a single, dry paper or cloth 
towel per cow, with particular emphasis 

on the teat end.

Double-check to ensure that the teats and 
udder are clean and dry.

For 20 seconds, carefully and vigorously 
scrub the teat end with a gauze pad 

moistened with 70-80% ethyl or 
isopropyl alcohol. Use a separate swab 

for each teat. Clean the teat end until the 
swab is completely clean and white.

Open the collection vial immediately 
before the sample is taken. Do not let the 

teat end touch the container. Hold the 
collection vial at a 45° angle to keep debris 

from falling into the collection vial. Turn 
the teat toward the collection vial, striving 

for direct streams of milk into the vial.

You only need to collect 3-5 ml of milk. Do 
not fill the collection vial. Immediately place 

cap on and seal container so it is air-tight.

Label the sample vials using a 
waterproof marker. Be sure to identify 

both the cow and the quarter from 
which the sample was obtained.

Immediately place collection vial on ice and 
keep refrigerated or on ice until it is delivered 

to the lab. Best results are obtained if 
samples are chilled or placed on ice during 
transport to the laboratory.  When samples 

cannot be delivered to the laboratory within 
24 hours, they should be frozen.
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Necessary supplies:  

• Sterile glass or single-use disposable 
plastic vials

• Nitrile or latex gloves
• Alcohol-soaked pads or gauze pads
• A small cooler to chill the samples 

after collection
• Waterproof marker

Minerals for fertility, health and performance.

In order to prevent 
recontamination of teat 
ends, clean the teats on 
the far side of the udder 
first, followed by the teats 
on the near side of the 
udder. Sample as rapidly 
as possible, starting with 
the teats on the near side 
of the udder, followed by 
the teats on the far side of 
the udder.

Common problems 
encountered during 
collection and transport 
to the laboratory:

1. Udders and teats not 
properly cleaned

2. Identification 
numbers on the 
containers are not 
legible or have been 
wiped off

3. Number orientation 
(e.g., 18 or 81)

4. Forms not adequately 
filled out

5. Samples not 
transported to the 
laboratory within 24 
hours

6. Samples not chilled 
during transport

7. Sample containers 
broken or leaking 
during transport




