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It’s just one aspect of  
the company’s global  
presence that now  
encompasses 128 
countries

Alltech celebrates three decades in Canada
do the job,” Mark Lyons told 
Ontario Farmer. 

Is there something in the 
Alltech world and beyond that 
c a n  c o n n e c t  t o  c r e a t e 
synergy?

Lyons gave the example of 
the reduction in the use of anti-
biotics, a topic that Alltech has 
been driving since 1985. They 
wanted to develop solutions 
that reflect the wants of con-
sumers which, in Canada, is 
driven by human health. 

The plan was to bring man-
agement and nutrition together 
step-wise to make individual 
change. Antibiotic reduction 
covers a really long list, said 
Lyons. 

The biggest impact will be 
made once each individual gets 
on a program over a few cycles 
and moves ahead step-wise on 
a manageable scale. “A big part 
of it is us; our mindset, our hab-
its.” There is no silver bullet; it’s 
not just a nutritional strategy.

As guest Hasam Alzahal, 
dairy nutritionist with Master-
Feeds, explained to Ontario 
Farmer, their expansion allows 
the opportunity to provide 
more resources to agriculture, 
linking suppliers, nutritionists, 
a nd  t e ch  sup p o r t  w i t h 
farmers. 

Instead of dealing with a 
massive number of suppliers, 
Alzahal can now draw on the 
products, research and devel-
opment provided by Alltech for 
support. 

Their team will brainstorm 
regularly to develop ideas and 
receive training. Even though 
the company now has over 
6,000 employees and continues 
to expand, as an individual 
nutritionist, Alzahal feels that 
he is listened to. “I’m needed.”

The company has a lso 
recently bought Hubbard 
Feeds, Keenan Manufacturing, 
an Irish-based TMR manufac-
turer, and Ridley, a supplier of 
blocks and licks, as they 
expand their resources. 

Alltech has now ventured 
into human sciences as well 
with a selenium enriched yeast 
product called AT-001 that 

could be useful in the preven-
tion of Alzheimer’s. The prod-
uct ships to Canada under the 
‘Joy of Life’ label.

Special guests at the anniver-
sary celebration included a 
Kentucky agriculture-focused 
trade mission led by Kentucky 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles. In 2016, Ken-
tucky exported US$230 mil-
lion in agriculture and related 
industries to Canada. 

delegates explored agricul-
tural, agri-business, and educa-
tional opportunities with visits 
to Woodbine Raceway, a grain 
farm, the University of Guelph 
Livestock Research and Inno-
vation Center, with networking 
through roundtable discussions 
with representatives from the 
University of Guelph and the 
O n t a r io  Fe d e r a t io n  o f 
Agriculture.

This year marks the 30th 
anniversary of AllTech in 

Canada. Celebrating the occa-
sion at their headquarters in 
Guelph, Alltech President 
Mark Lyons called on dignitar-
ies and guests to look forward 
to the next 30 years to continue 
to explore new opportunities. 

Founded in 1988 by dr. 
Pearse Lyons, Alltech now has 
a presence world-wide. The 
Irishman came to Kentucky 
with an insatiable curiosity, a 
background in the brewing 
industry, and a borrowed $10K 
in his pocket to seek opportuni-
ties based on brewer’s yeast. 

The company grew to over 
$1 million within a year. Now 
Alltech is a leading supplier of 
yeast additives, organic trace 
minerals, premix and feeds for 
animal agriculture with a pres-
ence in 128 countries and a 
goal of $4B by 2020.

Pearse Lyons passed away 
recently but as his son, Mark, 
explained, he’s irreplaceable; 
he “taught us to think” to make 
a bigger impact in the world. 

It’s that way of thinking, 
internally guided by the ACE 
principle, that led Alltech to 
buy companies such as feed 
giant Masterfeeds in 2016 as 
the private company continues 
to expand. 

The ACE driving principle 
defines having a positive 
impact on animals, consumers 
and the environment. Any ini-
tiatives undertaken by Alltech 
encompass those three pillars. 

“It’s our job to give ideas, 
remove obstacles, connect 
some dots and inspire people to 
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by karen dallimore
The writer is a freelance writer  
and horse fanatic near Orton

of it is us; our mindset, our hab-
its.” There is no silver bullet; it’s 

As guest Hasam Alzahal, 
dairy nutritionist with Master-
Feeds, explained to Ontario 
Farmer, their expansion allows 
the opportunity to provide 
more resources to agriculture, 
linking suppliers, nutritionists, 
a nd  t e ch  sup p o r t  w i t h 

Instead of dealing with a 
massive number of suppliers, 
Alzahal can now draw on the 
products, research and devel-
opment provided by Alltech for 

Their team will brainstorm 
regularly to develop ideas and 

Alltech Canadian Headquarters in Guelph, surrounded by 
the iconic Kentucky four-board oak fence

Company President Dr. Mark Lyons, Guelph Mayor Cam Guthrie, and Stuart McGregor, 
general manager of Alltech Canada, receive congratulations from the City of Guelph at 
the 30th anniversary celebration

Rainfall Heat Units
Max Min (mm) CHU Rain CHU

2018 22.6 12.6 63.8 127.6 152.6 1107.0
30 Yr. Avg. 25.1 13.4 20.8 143.1 154.6 986.3

2018 24.2 15.0 39.6 148.7 222.6 1252.6
30 Yr. Avg. 26.4 14.9 17.8 153.4 141.1 1097.6

2018 22.5 10.5 8.9 117.6 134.1 1068.8
30 Yr. Avg. 24.4 12.8 22.7 137.7 150.6 929.0

2018 22.2 11.1 39.8 116.1 116.3 1041.7
30 Yr. Avg. 24.0 12.2 23.2 133.6 157.4 888.2

2018 23.3 13.4 37.5 137.1 146.6 1175.3
30 Yr. Avg. 25.3 13.6 20.6 144.7 155.8 1000.1

2018 20.8 12.7 58.2 118.4 135.3 1085.8
30 Yr. Avg. 25.1 13.8 19.7 144.7 143.3 987.5

2018 23.8 10.6 2.2 119.2 116.2 1095.1
30 Yr. Avg. 24.9 13.3 23.1 141.7 159.3 988.5

2018 22.2 11.3 31.6 117.2 110.4 1040.5
30 Yr. Avg. 24.5 12.6 22.3 136.9 152.5 925.3

2018 23.3 9.5 0.0 133.5 104.0 1044.0
30 Yr. Avg. 24.3 12.4 23.6 135.3 151.6 914.8

2018 20.8 7.1 3.7 108.7 99.9 745.6
30 Yr. Avg. 22.5 10.1 24.2 135.7 148.2 720.5

2018 22.1 5.7 2.1 105.3 146.7 797.5
30 Yr. Avg. 23.5 9.9 22.6 138.5 145.6 766.7

2018 21.2 5.2 3.4 99.4 86.1 704.3
30 Yr. Avg. 23.0 9.2 20.1 131.9 135.7 684.2
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Sprouts are once again on 
recall because of the potential 

of salmonella food poisoning.
The Canadian Food Inspec-

tion Agency said Puresource 
Inc. of Guelph is recalling Now 
Real Food brand Zesty Sprout-
ing Mix. It contains clover, 
Fenugreek and radish seeds.

The mix has been marketed 

across Canada.
The CFIA said there have 

been no reports of Canadians 
falling ill. 

The CFIA says the recall 
began in another country, but 
does not name it.

Puresource Inc. is an import 
broker and distributor of natu-
ral foods.

Sprouts on recall for salmonella


